Chriſt Cruciſied, the Sum and 8 ubſtance of 
f the Scriptures : 


8 


PREACHED | 
7 1 
Br ROWLAND HILL, A.M. 


On WHITSUNDAY, June 8, 1783, 


on the Opening of the SURRY CHAPEL, 


F 
%- 


ST. GEORGE'S ROAD. 


J ! 


Printed: Sold by C. DitLy, in the Poultry; J. Buck- 
LAND, Pater-noſter Row; J. MarfEws, in the 
Strand; and at the Veſtry of the SURRY CHART. 


M Dec LXXXIII. 


. 


* 
* 
1 
3 
— 
— 
o 
- S 
VJY Em | 
”-N 7 58 
= 2 F 4 . * 
1 *. 
$2 "— 4 
mY "yp >R]®# wo 
— % ft = 
2. 3 * ITh \ Fa 1 
.” % & F *, 7 
& © «« * > * d 
— 1 . o a 
7 8 7 * * 
* * * 7 


11 
. 
oy 
7 . 
* . 
4 
. 
— 
— — 


— = wp —U—— hb 


* 


To THE SUBSCRIBERS To 


AA SUD Ps or 


Tur SURRY CHAPEL, 


Tur: SERMON 


IS HUMBLY INSCRIBED 


Dr einm r HORN. 


N. B. The profits ariſing from the ſale of this 


Sermon will be given to defray the expences 
of this Chapel. 


— — ſ——e——' — 


- #. 4 %.. © * 
2 , * U 11 
WI SG H 1 CHAT = \ 
— 09 ' i 
=_ # CLI - 
r * 4 4 hy . 
wud _ 
4 l 715 
a » © d * 1 
2 7 ®;\ 
* ” * OY Py 
1 282 
FS * 
25 . os — 
1 Fs 1 
. 7 * 
148 
* os _ 


o 
| 
' 
| 
' 
| 
: 
' 
| 
: 
/ 
' 
| 
= 
* 
' 
| 
| 
' 
OS F Oo — — 


rt 


HE public are requeſted to obſerve, that 

this Sermon does not make its appearance 

in print, as if it was deſerving of any particular 
notice, but merely to gratifyt he requeſt of ſeveral 
of the hearers. The ſubſtance of it I had an 
opportunity to collect from what a gentleman 
ſent to me, who took it down in ſhort hand: but 
as he only wrote for his own uſe, what I received 
from him was by no means ſo full as to render it 
unneceſſary for me to conſult my private notes; 
and thus, notwithſtanding I was obliged to take 
ſome little liberty in connecting the diſcourſe, 
had I thought myſelf at liberty to > have compoſed 
a freſh Sermon, perhaps I might have had it 
more in my power io gratity thoſe who prefer 
elegance of compoſition to plain and ſimple 
truth. Some inaccuracies having been thus cor- 
rected, I may venture to pronounce this to be 
the Sermon delivered upon the Sabbath on which 
public worſhip was introduced at SuRk y CHAPEL, 
Should any be inquiſitive to know why I de- 
viated ſo much from the general plan, in taking 
| ſuch large notes upon this occaſion; I anſwer, 
that I might be ready to quaſh, by an immediate 
publication, any ſpurious production that might 
be ſent out in my name; which was the caſe upon 
my laying the firſt fone of the Chapel, when 
ſome anonymous writer took the opportunity of 
printing what was called my Sermon upon that 
Me co ccaſion. 
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occaſion, And notwithſt»nding the public were 
apprized of che impoſition in ſeveral of the daily 
papers, yet different Reviewers, it ſeems, choſe 
to fight with this phantom of a publication with a 
zeal and valor equal to that of Don Quixote of 
old, in his rencounter with the windmill: and 
though I believe I ſhall get myſelf more diſcredit 
by taking notice of their 7»/olence. than I can poſ- 
ſibly receive from ſuch low arts of calumny and 
abuſe; filent contempt being generally the beſt way 
of treating ſuch mere impertinence; yet as the 
authors of a novel production, called the Euro- 
pean Magazine, are fo amazingly facetious upon 
this occaſion, I hope no offence in an humble 
attempt to return the compliment in their own 
ſtyle. 

110 is aſtoniſhing how confidence and bold aſ- 
ſertion with them ſupply the place of truth. 
They tell the public I was born ar {awkſworth, 
and I do not know that there is ſuch a place in 
the world. Then they reduce a family of eight 
children to the number of five. Now here they 
may plead ignorance. Granted: for who can 
deny it? Their ignorance allo taught them to 
tell the public, how © my 1nfatuated hearers 
« would walk for miles uncovered, during the ſe- 
« yereſt rain, by the fide of my carriage, ſinging 
© hymns; that I have frequently ſpoken till I 
c have ſpit blood, and much injured my conſtitu- 
c, tion by my extraordinary energetic mode of de- 
« livery.” Now it would be the greateſt piece of 
ill manners to preſume to ſay I am well when a 
body of ſuch learned gentlemen pronounce me 
to be ſick, yet ſuch are the wonderful effects of 
my fanaticiſm, that I feel no more bad conſe- 
quence from my much injured conſtitution, than 


rn 
if my zeal had never exceeded the completeſt re- 
preſentative of lazineſs in a caſſock. 

But now a word to them about the chew of 
tobacco ſtory, which, as they ſay, I told in one 
of my public harangues, about a carpenter and 
his labourer, how the witty carpenter threw a 
chewof tobacco into the open mouth of the poor 
labourer, upon which the carpenter fell down 
“ and broke his leg.” Now mind with what ſo- 
lemn grimace they conclude their tale: “ This 
% narration we ſhould deem too ablurd for belief, 
if we had not heard it related in a public aſſem- 
« bly, and, without controverſy, by a gentleman too 
elevated to coin ſo low a tale, and too fadicious 
to be impoſed upon by idle ſtories.” Now were 
not ſuch tales beneath contempt, I ſhould be apt 
to aſk this elevated and judicious gentleman to call 
upon me on St. George's Road, and tell me the 
time when, and place where, the aforeſaid ſtory 
was told, and I promile to give him (as much as 
he deſerves) a quid of tobacco, ihe beſt Virginia, 
for his pains: but it that gent/eman and the reſt 
of his comrades, for I ſuppole they are all of a 
kidney, continue to go on decelving the public, 
by pretending to give characters of people that 
they ſcarce know any thing about, ſtufft with 
{uch groſs falſchoods that thouſands can con- 
tradi, cloaked with ſuch an air of authenticity 
and confidence, I queſtion if they mult nor ſoon 
leave off printing, as nobody in their ſenſes will 
give them a quid of tobacco for their publi- 
cation, 

And as they are pleaſed to give the public 
charitably to underitand, that my methodiſtical 
doctrines of grace are © boſtile ta morality,” tend 
"20 overibrom the duties of good citi gens, and the 
4 | Zaire, 
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virtues of good men.” I could almoſt find it in 
my heart to aſk them to explain to the public 
our enthuſiaſtical notions of grace, and I dare 
ſay they would ſoon diſcover, that they know 
no more what they write againſt than poor 

uixote knew what he fought againſt, when he 
fought with the windmill. As it is impoſſible 
to anſwer a fool but according to his folly, I have 
thus for once humbled myſelf in following theſe 
gentry in language almoſt as low as their own : 
like eels they are now at liberty to ſink into their 
own mud and dirt, as their ſafeſt place of refuge, 
nor ſhould I have adopted ſuch a ſtyle had it not 
been for the wife man's direction, A whip for 
the horſe, a bridle for the aſs, and a rod for the 


fooPs back. 


And if my readers of a ſeverer turn will ex- 
cuſe a graver concluſion, I would only beg leave 
to obſerve, that as I am ſatisfied no deſign, but 
that of enlarging the Redeemer's. kingdom, has 
influenced thoſe liberal gentlemen that have been 
concerned with me ſo freely to ſubſcribe their 
hundreds, ſo it will become me, not only for the 
ſake of religion, but for their ſakes, conſtantly to 
promote between this and thoſe other places in 
which it has been my lot more immediately to 
labor, a ſpirit of univerſal harmony and love. 
And that it is, by the bleſſing of God, the firm 
defire of my heart, to make it my invariable 
ſtudy and practice, to Keep up that ſpirit of 
unity and concord which ſubſiſts between us, by 
a mutual exchange of labors, that the world may 
be convinced we are all as one, and love as 
brethren, 


® Prov. xxvi. 3. 
1 Cor. 
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1 Cor. i. 23, 24. 


But we preach Chriſt crucified, unto the Jews a 
ſtumbling- block; and unto the Greeks fooliſhneſs : 
But unto them which are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Chriſt the power of God, and the wiſdom 
of God. 


HROUGH the abundant mercy and pro- 

vidence of a gracious God, we this day 

enter upon public worſhip in this place; may it 

prove the beginning of happy days to thouſands 

who are already born of God, and the caule of 

future joy to tens of thouſands who are now dead 
in treſpaſſes and ſins! 

I take it for granted the majority of my con- 
gregation believe the immortality of the ſoul, and 
that the Bible is our only directory to a bleſſed 
eternity, How 'great the charge of immortal 
ſouls! Well might an apoſtle cry out, Who is 
ſufficient for theſe things? It is happy for us 
that it 1s written, Our ſufficiency is of God*: and 
while with a trembling heart I undertake this 
ſolemn work, I bleſs God for the promiſc given, 


As thy day is, ſo thy ſtrength Hall Se T. 


The ſubject is choſen, as it will direct me to 
conſider he ſubſtance of thoſe leading doctrines 
of the goſpel I mean to preach amongſt you. 
Chriſt crucified may be ſaid to be the Alpha 75 


® 2 Cor. iii. 5. + Deut. xxxiii. 2 
Omega 
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Omega of all the Bible: not a promiſe is given, 
but it refers to him; not a threatening is pro- 
nounced, but as he is reprefented, as a covert 
from the ſtorm, and a refuge for the guilty ; not 
a prophecy is revealed, but the teſtimony of Je- 
ſus is the ſpirit of prophecy; not one myſtic in- 
ſtitution was ever ordained, not one bleeding 
bullock, nor ſlaughtered lamb, ever ſtained a 
Jewiſh altar, but what was meant to repreſent a 
crucified Redeemer, as the Lamb of God, ſlain 
from the foundation of the world. All the lives 
of the patriarchs, filled with providences curious 
and inſtructive, manifeſt the fulneſs of his grace: 
and while we read with a pleaſing furprize the 
renderneſs of a forgiving Joſeph to his returning 
brethren, the meckneſs of a Moſes, the ſtrength 
of a Samſon, the patience of a Job, the wiſdom 
of a Solomon, at once we ſee all their excellen- 
cies as faint emblems of him in whom dwells all 
the fulneſs of the godhead bodily; of him who 
ftands as the Creator of each inferior ſtar, while 
fhining forth with his own native glories as the 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, he appears the only 
tight of a benighted world: without this light 
how great would our darknefs be! Need we 
ſtronger proof than what is given in the two farſt 
chapters of this epiſtle ? Read them at your lei- 
fure, and ſee with what a force of reaſoning the 
apoſtle dwells upon the ſubject, proving that the 
very wiſdom of the world is fooliſhneſs with God; 
and that it is impoſſible for the mere carnal or 
unenlightened mind to comprehend the glories 
of the ſpiritual world; for the natural man re- 
eerveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for 
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they are fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he know 
them; becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned*, But 
ſhould ſome ju ge further evidence to be neceſ- 
ſary, let the hiſtory of the heathen world at large 
be brought as a confirmation of the need and 
bleſſing of revelation, wherein all the wiſdom of 
the wiſe, reſpecting the knowledge of God, is 
proved to be errant fcoliſhnels. Attend to the 
_ abſurdities that diſgrace the ſyſtem of the wiſeſt 
philolophers, when devoid of this revelation, 
Of what avail was all the learning of Rome and 
Greece, to prevent them from framing to their 
darkened, and vain, and fooliſh imaginations, 
deities prepoſterous and deteſtable ? While every 
vile luſt and monſtrous abomination was even 
deified for their adoration, there was ſcarce an 
idea to be found among them of a God of thoſe 
infinite perfections that the Bible reveals. And 
if ſuch was the condition of the more learned 
and civilized part of mankind, no wonder that 
we find the reſt of the fallen race, if poſſible, 
ſtill deeper immerſed in this univerſal ignorance 
of God. The unhappy mariner, toſt about in 
the midſt of the ocean, without either chart- or 
compaſs, and made the ſport of every variable 
wind, cannot repreſent to us a deeper ſcene of 
miſery and diſtreſs, than we ſhould tuſtain were 
we deprived of this blefſed book. The Bible 
alone holds forth a God of infinite purity, eter- 
nal juſtice, and endued with all poſſible perfec- 
* tions. May we not therefore conclude, the Bible 
to be the moſt invaluable bleſſing that ever God 


# 1 Cor. ii. 14, 
B 2 vouch- 
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vouchſafed to man? and will it not be my higheſt 
honour and greateſt glory, to recommend this 
book to you as the main object of your ſtudies 
and delight, and to adopt it for myſelf as the 
only directory of all my public miniſtrations in 
this place. 

But, however, theſe ſacred records beſpeak 
their own original. It is wel! known there 1s a 
tribe immerſed in idleneſs and diſſipation, conſe- 
quently by no means worthy to be claſſed among 
the moſt thinking and learned of the day, who 
for want of real argument, are glad of the wea- 
pons of banter and buffoonry againſt the bleſ- 
ſings of revelation. It is matter of conſolation 
to the ſerious mind, that God has not left him- 
ſelf without witneſs ref pecting the authenticity of 
his own book, The fulfilment of prophecy in 
particular is the grand external argument that 
leaves the world without excuſe. Whar perſon 
of an ingenuous mind can read ſome late admi- 
rable differtations upon this ſubject by biſhop 
Newton, and others, without having his mind at 
once filled with wonder and aſtoniſhment, and 
cleanſed from every dreg of infidelity ? Nor am 
I at all aſhamed to ſtand up for the internal evi- 
dences of Chriſtianity ; neither ſhall the ſtigma 
of enthuſiaſm deter me from giving my teſtimony  . 
to a truth ſo profitable to mankind, and ſo per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the nature of the pure and 
holy God. Was ever ſyſtem formed or thought 
of by man, promiſing to man the unutterable 
bleſſing of a change of mind, a change that tranſ- 
forms every degenerated faculty of the ſoul from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan 

2 unto 


1 381 
unto Cod? Let the Bible abounds with promiſes 
of this fort. What elſe can be the meaning of 
theſe various phraſes, the circumciſion of the 
heart, a new heart, a heart of ſtone exchanged 
for a heart of fleſh, a new creation, a new nature, 
a divine nature, a ſpiritual mind, a new birth, 
a putting on the Lord Feſus, abiding in him, and 
dwelling in him, a being one with him, &c. ? 
What, I ſay, can be the meaning of all theſe va- 
rious phraſes, unleſs they are interpreted as God's 
gracious deſign of putting his own pure and holy 
Spirit into the ſinner's heart, as a glorious living 
principle to lift him up above the world, and to 
enable him by his external behaviour, while here 
below, to adorn the doctrine of God his Saviour in 
all things. I am bold therefore to conclude, 
theſe are promiſes which none but God could 
truly give, ſince none but God could poſſibly 
fulfil them; may ſuch as believe them, prove 
their fulfilment by living to his glory 
In vain therefore do the witlings of the day 
employ their pigmy powers in nibbling at the 
ſuppoſed abſurdities of ſome of the miracles, or 
ſome fancied miſtakes in chronology, while 
ſuch pregnant proof can be produced, that the 
book we preach from is the book of God. 
Nor ſhould they be ſo unreaſonable to expect 
others to be infidels, while it remains a matter of 
doubt whether they are infidels themſelves. The 
integrity of the profeſſion, of far too many ot 
them, cannot be ſuſpected, while the debauchery 
and diſſipation of their lives, and the profligacy 
of their manners, give the world all imaginable 
reaſon 
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reaſon to conclude, that when they ſay they do 


not, they mean, they dare not believe. 
An ignorant and a profligate Deiſt is a cha- 


racter, of all others, the moſt contemptible. The 
little novice in learning laughs at the commentaries 


of Julius Cæſar, ſcorns to Tuffer his noble under- 
ſtanding to be duped by ſuch idle tales, and 
pities the credulous multitude that are fo infatu- 
ated as to believe them: equally inſignificant is 
that man's character, that laughs at a book, the 
authenticity of which he never examined, while 
ſuch as have found ſound learning to be an ex- 
cellent handmaid to religion, conceive that no 
ſtronger proof can be brought for the authenticity 
of the commentaries of Julius Cæſar, than have 
already been produced for the word of God. 

But enough of this. Chriſt crucified is the 
ſubject of the Bible; and this Bible we conclude 
to be the word of God. I have already hinted, 
that this is the only ſubje& which I mean to know 
amongſt you. You aſk me what is to be under- 
ſtood by preaching Chriſt crucified ? Firſt, con- 
cerning the perſon of Chriſt; and herein I am 
moſt firmly perſuaded reſpecting his divine na- 
ture, he is the everlaſting Jehovah, creator of all 
things, God over all, bleſſed for evermore. 


| Now this I apprehend to be as plainly revealed 


as the exiſtence of a God. Firſt, to him all the 
powers of creation are aſcribed ; but the brighteſt 
among angels cannot create an atom, or give 
exiſtence to a worm : as creatures they are no- 
thing in themſelves, for in God they live and 
move and have their being; not ſuch a being as 


our 
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our God and Saviour the Lord Jeſus, he was the 
creator of all things, conſequently the creator of 
angels: St. John ſays, All things were made 
by him, and without him was not any thing made 
that was made, and in him was life *; Paul adds 
his teſtimony to that of John, for unto the Son 
he affirms it is ſaid, Thy throne, O God is for ever 
and ever: à ſceptre of righteouſneſs is the ſceptre of 

thy kingdom. Thou haſt loved righteouſneſs and 
bated de z therefore, God, even thy God, hath 
anointed thee with the oil of gladnueſs above thy 
fellows. And thou, Lord, in the beginning haſt laid 
the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are ths 
work of thine hands, they ſhall periſh, but thou re- 
maineſt; they ſhall wax old as doth a garment, and 
as a veſture ſhalt rhou fold them up, and they ſhall 
be changed : but thou art the ſame, and thy years 
ſhall not fail F. But leſt ſome after all ſhould 
ignorantly miſtake him for the framer of the 
building, by the ſuperior orders of God his Fa- 
ther, and not the actual Lord and poſſeſſor of 
the building itſelf; even herein this ſacred truth 
zs aſtoniſhingly guarded by the ſame apoſtle, who 
aſſures us, that not only by im, but ror him, 
were all things created . All worlds were made 
by his great decree, and are upheld by him as 
their eternal Lord. All their vaſt inhabitants, 
from the meaneſt reptile to the higheſt ſeraph, 
are the workmanſhip of his hands, and ſtill ſub- 
fiſt by his almighty care. Thrones, dominions, 
principalities, and powers, were brought into 
. exiſtence by him and for him, and by his eternal 


® John i. 3. $ Heb. i. 8. + Coloſſ. i. 16. 
providence 
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providence, they ſtill exiſt to beſpeak his bound- 
leſs praiſe. Cavils in abundance, it is well known, 
have been invented to invalidate the ſtrongeſt 
arguments upon this ſubject : and thus far is un- 
doubtedly evident, that fror.. the plain reading 
of the Scriptures, by far the greater part of man- 
kind have been led to worſhip Chriſt as God: 
conſequently the Bible itſelf has led its thouſands 
to a wrong object of ſupreme adoration, Was 
ever book compoſed of man ſo eſſentially miſun- 
derſtood ? Do not the Socinians themſelves give 
the ſtrongeſt arguments to the Deiſts againſt the 
bleſſing of revelation. 

This, however, not being the time to enter 
more fully into the controverſy; I give the 
following obſervations, as outlines for farther 
improvement. Which of the names, titles, or 
attribures of the great eternal God, are not given 


to our God and Saviour alſo ? Is God the Father 


called Jehovah ? ſo is God the Son *. Is God the 
Father called Aloim? fo is God the Son . Is 
God the Father called the great God ||, and the 
only wiſe God Þ ? ſo is God the Son. Is God the 
Father the Lord of Hoſts ? ſo is God the Son. Is 
God the Father he author end giver of life? ſo 
is God the Son, who quickeneth whom be will F. 
Is God the Father the almighty J, the mighty God, 
and the everlaſting Father I? ſo is God the Son: 


Is God the Father he ſearcher of hearts *\ ? fo is 


God the Son. Does God the Father receive the 
homage of prayer and praiſe from his creatures ? 


© Tſaiah xiv. 21, + Pſalm xlv. 6. t Tit. ij. 13. 
{| Jude 25, & John v. 21. Rev. i. 8. 
7 Iſaiah ix. 6. Rev. ii. 23. 
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ſo does God the Son, who never gave a ſingle re- 
proof to thoſe that brought it, though repeatedly 
we find he was worſhippediby men below, and as 
repeatedly adored by angels above. And are 
not theſe ſufficient anguments to demonſtrate this 
everlaſting truth ? and does not this prove him to 
be the expreſs image of his Father's perſon? and 
was he lacking in a ſingle attribute, how could 
he be his expreſs image ? therefore my beloved 
brethren, we will glory in the godhead of our 
Saviour, and gladly lay it as the grand foundation 
ſtone of the goſpel, upon which our ſuper- 
ſtructure is built. We will make this place to 
reſound with the honors due to his eternal name, 
as King of kings and Lord of lords. 

Ihe next obſervation that occurs reſpecting the 
perſon of Chriſt, is, that as we believe him to be 
the eternal God, ſo by taking our nature upon 
him, we believe him to be very man. This is 
the great myſtery of godlineſs, God manifeſt in 
the fleſh. That God might be juſt, and yet the 
Juſtifier of thoſe that believe, he prepares a body 
for his well beloved Son; in that body he fulfils his 
Father's will; as man he appears for men, mag- 
nifies the law and makes it honourable, by bringing 
an everlaſting righteouſneſs, on the ſinners? behalf. 
Nor has this truth been leſs oppoſed in antient 
times *, than the truth of his divinity is oppoſed in 
the preſent day, all that are acquainted with the 
hiſtory of the earlier ages of the church know, 
with what vehemence the error was promoted, 


* Such was the error of the numerous ſect of the Mani- 
chees. | 
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that Chriſt, whatever he might be in appearance, 
was not really man, but the error being dead with 
its promoters, we pals it by, and haſten to con- 
fider the ſituation of mankind that rendered it 
neceſſary for ſuch a Saviour to undertake the re- 
covery of our fallen race. This 1 not only dwell 
upon as a neceſſary introduction to the glories of 
the recovery, but that it may be recorded among 
you what I firmly believe reſpecting this awful 
truth, THE FALL OF MAN. 

Man being created in a ſtate of the completeſt 
purity, was the delight of his creator while he 
continued in that happy ſtate ; he preſently fell, 
and became immediately obnoxious to his God. 
Sin being infinitely odtous to the divine nature, 
the creature that he made was no longer the ob- 
ject of his delight. All real good being inſtantly 
withdrawn, no principle of holineſs any longer 
abiding in him, he is given over to the will of 
the . is led captive by the enemy that 
firſt tempted him to rebel, who works upon his 
unruly paſſions, and completely deforms every 
faculty of the ſoul. Thus fallen, no wonder that 
it neceſſarily follows, that the imaginations of his 
beart are only evil, and that continually. How 
remarkably does univerſal experience prove 
the dreadful fact? Are we dreaming when we ſay 
a generation are found that deny the fall? Can 
they be ſerious ? or what is to be believed if the 


fall is to be denied? As believers of revelation J 


firſt addreſs them. We examine, for a little, 
God's character of man (and God knows man 
better than man knows himſelf); by him it is 
declared, There is not a juft man * the earth 

that 


„ 

that liveth and ſinneth not. That the heart is de- 
ceitful above all things and deſperately wicked, that, 
conſequently, no fleſh living can be juſtified in bis 
fight. That if we ſay we have no ſin, we deceive 
ourſelves, and the truth is not in us. That if we 
ſay we have not ſinned, we make him a liar. That 
we are born in fin , conceived in fin; dead in ſin ; 

fold under fin ; that evil is preſent with us; that in 
us dwelleth no good thing; that all are gone out of 
the way; that all are become unprofitable ;, tha. there 
is none that doeth good, no not one: that there is 
none to uphold : that every mouth muſt be ſtopped, 
that all the world, both Jeus and Gentiles, are be- 
come guilty before God *, But why need I to 
multiply proofs? Were I to tranſcribe half the 
Bible, either directly or indirectly, we ſhould ſee 
ſome freſh evidences of the fall. Which of the 
pureſt characters of Scripture were not defiled by 
fin? What meant thoſe rivers of blood under the 
. Jewiſh diſpenſation, but as typical repreſentations 
to the children of God, in thoſe ages of the 
church, of their daily need of atonement, for ſins 
innumerable, known and unknown, an atonement 
was ordered for ſins of ignorance, committed 
againſt a God of infinite purity, that demanded 
an atonement of infinite ſatisfaction? What 
means that inceſſant voice of prayer, mourning 
over the evil and puniſhment of ſin, we find 
ariſing from every lip acquainted with God? 


Why ſuch dreadful hiſtories throughout the 


Eccleſ. xii. 20. Jer. xvii. 9. Rom. iii. 20. 1 John 
i. 8, 9, 10. John ix. 34. Pſalm li. 5. Col. ii. 13. 
Rom. vii. 14, 21, 18. iii. 12. Ifaiah Ix. 5. Rom. iii. 19. 

4 Levit. iv. 2. | 


C 2 ſcriptures, 


( 20 J 
ſcriptures, as rolls oritten within and without with 
weeping, lamentation and woe, unleſs man was 
a ſinner before God ? 

Again, let the hiſtory of the world at large, 
be called to bear witneſs againſt itſelf, What are 
the contents of the annals of every nation un- 
der heaven, but alternate hiſtories of miſery and 
oppreflion ? What rivers of innocent blood have 
been ſhed to pleaſe the pride of tyrants ? while 
their poor deluded advocates, forgetting to ſerve 
that God in righteouſneſs and true holineſs who 
falls his throne above, have commenced the 
wretched ſlaves to obey the horrid mandates of 
theſz gods below, theſe dreadful moniters in hu- 
man ſhape. 

The millions of ſufferers amongſt the infant 
race ſhall next produce their teſtimony to the 
truth, who, though never having actually tranſ- 
greſſed the laws of God, ſuffer for their original 
guilt, and though we cruſt we have ſufficient 
grounds from Scripture to believe that thele are 
their only ſufferings, yet ſure I am their ſufferings 
in this world ſufficiently prove them to be ſinners 
from the womb. A'l the groans of univerſal 
nature bring up the dreadful rear of puniſhments 
due to the fin of man from a juſt and holy God: 
nor needs the obſervation of St, Paul either proof 
or comment, which declares, that the whole 
creation groaneth together, and travaileth in pain 
rogetber, till God ſhall put away ſin by deſtroying 
ics very being from the earth. 

Such was the ſituation of ruined man, when 
God the Saviour came to redeem, In his body, 
prepared for him by almighty love, he comes 

lands 


1 

ſtands as the Mediator, bears on his own perſon 
all that was due to mankind from the juſtice of 
God, and fulfils thoſe ancient prophecies recorded 
of him; for the Meſſiah was cut off not for himſelf, 
but for his people; thereby he finiſhed the tranſ- 
greſſion, made an end of fin, made reconciliation for 
iniquity, and brought in an everlaſting righteouf- 
neſs on the ſinner's behalf. Thus by the ſacri- 
fice of himſelf once offered, while he dies upon 
the croſs, he bids the {inner live, and maniteſts 
himſelf as the Lamb of God, that taketh away 
the fins of the world, Reſpecting this glorious 
work of redemption, with his dying lips he tells 
us, it is finiſhed, while by his repeated word of 

romiſe we are invited to hang all our hopes upon 
bim for grace in time, and for glory in eternity. 

In this bleſſed name alone, my beloved bre- 
thren, | preach ſalvation amongſt you: no other- 
wiſe wiſh me Godſpeed than as he only is exalted 
by me as your 2/! in all. Should I preſume to 
preach to you in any other name, or point you 
to any other hope, avoid me as your enemy, You 
are ignorant indeed, if you do not know that you 
are ſinners before God. As breakers of the law, 
I do not, I dare not, point you to that law againſt 
which you have ſo repeatedly tranſgreſſed. With- 
draw, therefore, every ſhadow of confidence that 
you may have on account of any thing you have 
done, or can do, as the terms of your acceptance. 
God is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity ; 
nor can you ſtand when he appeareth : for how 
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can man be juſtified with God, or how can be be 
clean, that is born of a woman ? 
It is Jeſus that has put away /in by the ſacrifice 
of bimſelf t: nor need you fear the penalties of 
the curſe, while you view Chriſt crucified the 
object of your faith, and make him the only plea 
for your acceptance before God. Never was 
juſtice ſo magnified before, nor mercy ſo conſpi- 
cuoully revealed : had the great Creator delivered 
up a thouſand angels, there would not have 
been a ſacrifice nearly equal to that of his not 
even {paring bis well-beloved Son, when he ſtood 
as man for men, to bear the vengeance of his 
wrath. O the juſtice that demanded ſuch an 
atonement! O the mercy that revealed ſuch a 
falvation for a ruined world! And can ſinners 
hear of ſuch mercy, and reſiſt it? Sinners doomed 
to die for {ins more in number than the ſands on 
the ſea- ſnore. O what obdurate hearts muſt 
thoſe be that can be proof againſt ſuch aſtoniſh- 
ing love, and refuſe to yield themſelves to him 
that paid ſo great a price for ſinners ſo worthleſs 
and ſo vile. I beſeech you, by the love of God, 
you that have never yet been captivated by ſuch 
race, no longer to delay, but haſte to be the 
Erfifruirs unto the Lord this day in this place; 
the vileſt are welcome; God help you to come] 
Thus, agreeable to the language of our text, 
Chriſt crucified appears to be the ſubſtance of all 
the goſpel reveals for the ſalvation of mankind. 
And are real Chriſtians to commence the followers 
of an humble, crucified redeemer? and are all other 


1 Heb. ix. 26. 
glory ings 


of 

gloryings to ceaſe, ſave in the croſs of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, by which the world is crucified unto 
them, and they unto the world * ? O, then, what 
manner of perſons ought we to be in all holy 
converſation and godlineſs, ſince being bought 
with à price we ceafe to be our own, but are 
bounden by the ſtrongeſt obligations to glorify 
God in our bodies and ſpirits, which are his. 

Not only have we to adore our Saviour as our 
dying Lord, but as our riſen conqueror over all 
our foes; thereby it appears the victory is com- 

lete. All our enemies are now ſubdued by him 
that has led captivity captive, and lives to tri- 
umph over them all; death will he ſwallow up 
in victory, and the very exiſtence of {ſin ſhall 
ſpeedily be no more. Being thus exalted at the 
right hand of the Majeſty on high, as God, 
like the ſons of men, he cannot change; for 
with him is no variableneſs nor ſhadow of turning, 
being the ſame to-day, yeſterday, and for ever : he 
reſts in his love; therefore having loved bis own, 
be muſt love them to the end. It is impoſſible 
that his interceſſion for his people can be ineffi- 
cacious, We know the Father beareth bim 
always, and that hereby the Father is glorified in 
the Son, and the Son in him. O the unutterable 
bleſſing of having ſuch an advocate with the 
Father to plead our cauſe before the eternal 
throne. Why ſhould guilt ever again keep us 
from drawing near to God, while the ſinners" 
friend muſt be heard, and whoſe plea muſt aſ- 
furedly prevail? Sheltered from the penalties of 
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a broken law, all that is due to fin is done away, 
as though it had never been, protected by that 
arm which is mighty to ſave: the power of fin 
ſhall not be permitted any longer to prevail; 
yea, we mult and ſhall be holy, while the grand 
deſign of this ſalvation muſt aſſuredly be brought 
to pals. The death of Chriſt is the death of 
fin, and the grand procuring cauſe of holineſs to 
the world; for he came to purify to himſelf a 


_ peculiar people, zealous of good works*, How, 


then, ſay ſome amongſt you, that the doctrines 
of grace tend to make us lax in the rules of 
our obedience, or that from them may be ad- 
vanced that deteſted principle, let us do evil, that 
good may come f? And how is it that theſe in- 
conſiſtent objectors, falſe witneſſes we are ſure 
they are againſt that cauſe which with an humble 
confidence we are bold to maintain as the caule 
of Chriſt; how is it, I ſay, that with the ſame 
breath they can ſcoff at the ſeverity of our mo- 
rals, and yet as ſetters forth of ſtrange doctrines, 
repreſent us as enemies to morality. But are 
they really ſerious when they alledge the accuſa- 
tion, or do they mean it as a bugbear to terrify 
the ignorant ? I will not further expoſtulate with 


ſuch as appear to be ignorant of what they ſay, 


or whereof they affirm, but only publickly declare 
I ſuſpect their diſhoneſty in the baſe accuſa- 
tion, therefore, am not ſo vain as to ſuppoſe 
that ſuch can be profited by'my arguments, who 
are predetermined to believe evil in oppoſition 
to all that can be ſaid againſt it, but rather for 
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the ſake of recording my ſentiments amoneſt 
you this day I repeat the old ſtale objection, ſhall 
we continue in ſin, that grace may abound*? I 
anſwer, God forbid; it is impoſſible. The doc- 
trines of grace provide juſt the reverſe to what 
our enemies would repreſent. My text bids me 
to prove the point. Chriſt crucified is the wwiſ- 
dom of God, and the power of God to all that 
believe. The knowledge of Chriſt crucified will 
and muſt lead us into thoſe paths of divine obe- 
dience, whereby wiſdom ſhall be juſtified of all her 
children +; that by a conſiſtency and uprightneſs 
of behaviour in every ſocial and relative ſituation 
in life, the world may be conſtrained to cry, 
what hath God wrought! O the glorious conſe- 
quences of this bleſſed ſalvation! and how pe- 
culiar to itſelf is that power that is called he 
power of God unto ſalvation, unto every one that 


believeth F. The Holy Spirit aſſumes the office 


of the ſanctifier of the people of God; his ſanc- 
tifying influences we are this day called to com- 
memorate; and as all the life and influence of 
holineſs in this world depend upon his agency, it 
cannot be ſaid that a complete ſummary of the 
goſpel has been delivered, unleſs ſome notice be 
taken of this bleſſed truth. Now the high and 
lofty One that inhabiteth eternity deigns to make 
the humbled ſinner's heart the place of his gra- 
cious abode. God can now in a way of juſtice, 
through the falvation wrought out by the Son, 
communicate of his bleſſed ſpirit to the heart of 


® Rom, vi. 1. + Matt. xi. 19. f Rom, i. 16. 
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ho thought of nothing but thoſe ways that lead 
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man. His holy nature takes up his refidence 
within us, converting every faculty of the ſoul, 
enabling us to chuſe him as our portion. And 
in conſequence of that happy choice, we love to 
run the ways of his commandments with a pe- 
culiar joy; yea, even with joy unſpeakable, and 
full of glory*. Obedience is our heaven, and ſin 
the only hell we know below. 
Le who were once dead in treſpaſſes and: fins, 


to death, ye know that the Redeemer having 
bought you by his blood, has wrought that change 
upon your hearts by the living principle of his 
grace within, which conſtrains all your fins to fall 
before you, as Dagon fell before the ark. While, 
like the worſhippers of Baal of old, humbled 
under a ſenſe of their idolatry, ye caſt away your 
idols, and cry, the Lord he is the Gad, the Lord 
he is the God, need ye therefore any longer te⸗ 
dious lectures from the dry moraliſt to tell you 
to do good? or rather will it not appear being ſo 
gloriouſly changed by the power of God, ye find 
ſuch freedom and delight in the ways of holineſs, 
that ye need rather a bridle than a ſpur, it is 
with the liberty of ſons, not with the Dondage 
of ſlaves, ye are taught to 

O ye highly favoured. ſervants of the living 
Gd, come forth and bear your united teſtimo- 
nies with me of what ye have felt and taſted of 
this glorious truth; tell me, I fay, did ye love 
holineſs, or did ye even know what holinels 
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meant, till ye knew the goſpel and loved the 
Saviour? Do ye not pant to be holy as God is 
holy? O bleſſed pantings, ſuch as angels have, 
ſuch as ſhall terminate in a ſtate completely as 
glorious as angels enjoy! Go forth therefore, 
my beloved brethren, and live for God; ari/e, 
Shine, for your light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is riſen upon you, Let it now appear that 
you love Jeſus too well to offend htm, and that 
thoſe ſacred cords which bind angels to obey, 
have been twined around your hearts, and made 
you the willing captives of this moſt pleaſant 
grace, for be love of Chriſt conſtrains you. 
Again. through the influences of the Holy Spirit, 
ſin, that dwelleth in you, is now no longer your 
delight; holineſs is the object of your choice, 
while the power of omnipotent grace muſt and 
ſhall prevail, teaching you to aher that which 
is evil, and to cleave alone to that which is good *. 
Yet again, methinks | hear you ſay, we deteſt 
the horrid idea of being ſaved by a goſpel that 
makes void obedience to the law; for we love 
the goſpel, as it is God's grand method of reveal- 
ing a power to the heart, whereby we obey the 
law. Moſt gladly, theretore, do we admit it as 
the rule of our life, and own ourlelves under its 
eternal dominion. ' And as the law is not made 
void, but eſtabliſhed by the goſpel, we conclude 
it muſt be holy and eternal as himſelf, binding 
every creature capable of obeying under its im- 
menſe demands. We judge, therefore, that God 
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can ſooner ceaſe to be, than to allow the leaſt 


failure in the leaſt degree; nor can any time 


change him who muſt be unchangeable in his 
demands, or eraſe tranſgreſſion from his eternal 
mind, or cauſe him to diſpenſe with that law 
which is holy and eternal as himſelf : conſequently 
we deteſt the idea of a milder law than that he 
delivered to our firſt parents of old, and after- 
wards confirmed on Sinai to his Iſrael. Lett we 
ſhould ſay.that a God of infinite perfections can, 
contrary to his own unchangeable nature, even 
permit or connive at a Jaw that allows imperfec- 
tions in his creatures. Nor dare we admit that 
ſtrange fancy, however it may prevail, of the holy 
God being won by what ſome ſuppoſe to be the 
terms and conditions of our ſalvation, compoſed 
of faith, repentance, ſincere obedience, or what 
not, (for as various are theſe conditions as thoſe 
that propoſe them) leſt we ſhould be found ad- 
vancing a doctrine derogatory to the holineſs of 
God; tor all acknowledge this ſincere obedience 
at beſt to be but imperfect: if imperfect, con- 
ſequently ſinful. We therefore cannot admit 
that the infinitely pure and holy God can be 
pleaſed with that which has in it the nature of 
ſin, and our arguments we ſuppoſe are abundant]y 
ſtrengthened by what we read in the ſcriptures, 
of no other name given whereby ſalvation is ob: 
tained*, And while we further read, that in man 
dwelleth no good thing r; that without Chriſt we 
can do nothingF ; we are apt to conclude all theſe 
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ſuppoſed conditions vaniſh like ſmoke, and we ar® 
fo vain as to think we can prove, that the philo- 
ſophy of the doctrine is bad, and the divinity 4 
thouſand times worſe. LE 
Thus have I been attempting ſomewhat to ex- 


patiate upon the principal leading doctrines of the 
goſpel, which I mean to make the ſubject of my 
adminiſtration in this place : and, however, theſe 
bleſſed truths may appear fooliſhneſs to the 
world, yet to ſuch as Chriſt hath choſen out of the 
world, they will appear to be the wiſdom of God 
and the power of God unto their eternal ſalvation, 
Deeply convinced of the evil of fan, may many 
be conſtrained to fly to our God and Saviour 
Jeſus, truſting in his righteouſneſs alone for par- 
don and acceptance and receiving of the bleſſed 
influences of his Spirit, that they may be made 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
faints in light. As I would not wiſh to detain 
you Jonger in the ſervice of God, ſuffer me to 
conclude with a word of application on the 
whole. | 

Ye ſervants of the living God, I beſeech you 
to ſpeak his praiſe by devoring yourſelves to his 
glory; that the blaſpheming world may be 
brought to ſhame. by beholding your good con- 
verſation in Chriſt, Mind your actions, whether 
ye eat, or drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God. Again, I requeſt you, mind your 
tempers. In malice be ye children; parents be- 
hold your children, and let them teach you to 
forgive. Though they may be angry one minute, 
they forgive and love the next. There is nothing 
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more worthy to be inculcated than holy tempers. 
Learn of me (ſays our Lord and maſter, who was 
the pattern of meekneſs) and ye ſball find reſt to 
your ſouls F. Laſtly, let me requeſt you that are 
living in ſin, by the love of God, to conſider ere it 
Mould be too late; now is the accepted time, now is 
#be day of ſalvation; the arms of tender mercy 
are open to receive you. Fancy not that you loſe 
your pleaſures when you loſe your ſins, and that 
living to God will be an irkſome taſk: no, bleſſed 
be God, thouſands can declare, that they never 
knew what it was to be redeemed from miſery 
till they were redeemed from ſin. My whole 
ſoul prays, that God would make you of that 
happy number. Even ſo be it, Lord Jeſus. 
Amen. ; 
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